
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

February 25, 2013 

7:00 PM 

Harrisburg Town Hall 

Harrisburg, NC  28075 

Minutes 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:     OTHERS PRESENT: 

Bob Yates       Eric Smallwood 

Marcus King       Shawn Marble 

Van Jaynes       Holly Duncan 

Chris Jones       Josh Watkins    

   

       

Marcus King called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 Approval of Minutes from January 28, 2013 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Update on 501c3 

o The Town Attorney, Rich Koch, is currently reviewing the new by-laws; one he’s 

done he will draft a letter releasing the previous HYA so the Town can take over 

operations of HYA 

o One of the main reasons we need the 501c3 status is to continue to get the 

sponsorship from Land O’ Frost for $25,000 and to allow the Parks and 

Recreation department to do other fundraising activities 

 Update on New Advisory Board Members and By-Law changes 

o The by-law changes were approved by Town Council at the February meeting; 

this includes changing the board back from a 9 member board to a 7 member 

board and making the organizational meeting in January 

o Town Council also approved Chris Jones to fill the vacancy on the board 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Greenway Discussion  

o Eric and Marcus met prior to this meeting and discussed forming two committees 

on the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. The first committee would focus on 

the Back Creek Greenway and the second would focus on a neighborhood park 

off of Leatherwood Lane in Harrisburg. 

o Josh Watkins reviewed the Back Creek Greenway with the board – the greenway 

is a stretch of property that runs from Caldwell Rd. in Harrisburg to Robinson 

Church Road along the Back Creek which runs parallel to Highway 49 and Tom 

Query Rd.  

o Josh Watkins, Harrisburg Planning Director, represented the Town of Harrisburg 

at the Cabarrus Rowan NPO. At that meeting, they discussed getting funds for 

transportation. Josh learned that a TIP # is a Transportation Improvement 

Program number. This is helpful in getting funding from the DOT for certain 

projects that they see as modes of transportation. He walked the site with the DOT 

and in 2008 he filled out the Feasibility Checklist Application, but never 

submitted it.  

o The new committee that is formed from the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

will need to update the Feasibility Checklist Application and submit it to the 



NCDOT (North Carolina Department of Transportation); At that point, if they 

DOT approves it, the Town could ask them to do a Feasibility study of the Back 

Creek Greenway site.  

o The Feasibility Study is the first step in getting funds from the NCDOT; The DOT 

wants to see how many people in the area will use the greenway to get from one 

location to another 

o The greenway could potentially connect hundreds of Harrisburg citizens to 

Hickory Ridge High School, Middle School, Stallings Road Park and other 

locations (with the addition of sidewalks along Robinson Church Rd. and 

Stallings Road in 2016).  

o If the DOT awards Harrisburg with a grant to build the greenway, it would be an 

80/20 grant, meaning the Town would fund 20% and the DOT would fund 80% 

(with Town Council’s approval). 

o There is a piece of land off of Caldwell Rd. that the Town currently owns that 

could be used for a trail head and parking; it could also potentially be used as part 

of the 20% match 

 Neighborhood Park Discussion 

o There is currently a piece of land off of Leatherwood Lane in Harrisburg that the 

Town owns. Eric feels this property would be a great location for a neighborhood 

park. 

o There is currently no other use for the land. The PARTF (Parks and Recreation 

Trust Fund) is a grant that the Parks and Recreation Department could apply for to 

get money to help develop this neighborhood park. 

o An email will go out to the board following this meeting with more information 

on these two projects and to form these 2 committees. 

 Discussion of the Master Plan 

o No additional information was discussed; the two above mentioned projects are 

part of the current master plan 

 Manager Update 

o The concession stand being constructed at Harrisburg Park should be complete by 

the end of March; the stand was placed where the track was because of the 

expense of moving it in another direction; the track will be re-routed around the 

concession stand 

o The mini-train materials have been bid out and the winner of the bid was selected 

on Friday, February 22
nd

 

o The volleyball court at Harrisburg Park has been dug out and re-filled with sand; a 

new net has also been ordered 

 Events Update 

o The Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for March 23
rd

 at 9am at Harrisburg Park; it is a 

free event open to the public; there will be 25,000 eggs and the egg hunts will 

start promptly at 9am; they will also have the Easter Bunny on site, inflatables, 

face painting and someone selling cotton candy and kettle corn 

o The Market on Main event is scheduled for Saturday, April 13, 2013 in Veteran’s 

Park from 10am-3pm; the event is open to businesses and crafters and allows 

them an opportunity to showcase their work or sell items; they can purchase a 

spot through the Parks and Recreation department 

o The Harrisburg July 4
th

 Celebration is being held on July 3
rd

 and 4
th
 this year; the 

event will begin at 4pm both days; the department is already receiving 

applications and working on acquiring sponsorships 

 

 



 Program Update 

o New programs going on are: Tae Kwon Do, Yoga, Sign Language, Mommy/Baby 

Sign Language, Spring Tennis, Summer Tennis and Art 

 Athletics Update 

o Adult Flag Football ended on February 16
th

; registration is open for adult soccer 

and adult softball 

o Registration has ended for Spring Youth Athletics; soccer practices are scheduled 

to start Saturday, March 2
nd

; Baseball and Softball practices are scheduled to start 

the week of March 16
th

 

o There are currently between 1500 and 1600 children registered for spring sports: 

850 for soccer and 700-750 for baseball and softball 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 No comments were made 

  

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

Motion to adjourn by Van Jaynes seconded by Chris Jones.  Carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Marcus King 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Jensen Caudle, Secretary  

 


